TU Li THUYET Mi HOC TIEP NHAN,
NHIN LAI NHUNG BAN LUAN VE “NGUOI PQC” NUA PAU THE KI XX
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Tém tat: Trude thé ki XX, Viét Nam hau nhu khong c6 1i thuyét vé vin hoc.
Li luan vin hoc Viét Nam vé co ban chi ding lai & nhitng quan niém, nhiing
ban luan vé van chuong. Nhung ngay ca trong nhiing luan ban vin chuong,
cac ¥ kién vé nguoi doc ciing khong duoc chu y. Mai dén thé ki XX, tiép thu
1i luan phuong Tay hién dai, nén li luan van hoc cach mang Viét Nam méi dan
dugc hinh thanh. Tuy vay, li luan van hoc Viét Nam ¢ giai doan dau chi mai
quan tam dén tac gia va tic pham. Phai tir sau 1986, 1i thuyét vé tiép nhan van
hoc moi that sy duge chi y. Vi muc dich nhan dién r6 cac vén dé lién quan
dén nguoi doc trong thoi ki dau cua li luan Viét Nam, bai bao nay tré lai véi
nhing ¥ kién, nhitng cudc tranh luan van hoc timg dién ra vao ntra dau thé ki
XX nham x4c lap nhing tién dé 1i luan cua li thuyét tiép nhan. Da dén lac
khong chi can khang dinh sy quan tim diing mic cta giéi phé binh 1i luan
Viét Nam vé pham trii nguoi doc trong nira du thé ki XX, ma con can thay
duoc su van dong cua li luan vé ngudi doc trong su van dong chung cua li
luan van hoc Viét Nam tir dau thé ki XX dén nay.

Tw khoa: M1 hoc tiép nhan, Ii thuyét vé ngudi doc, tranh luan van hoc, ngudi
doc, ntra dau the ki XX

1. MO bAU

Tranh luan ludn 1a co s& dé tiép can va tiém can chan li, ngay cé khi chan 1i chi 1a mot
khai niém c6 tinh twong ddi. Vi thé, ddu c6 khong xac dinh/khang dinh dwoc chan li, qua
trinh ddi thoai, tranh luan tu n6 da boc 16 khat vong “théng nhat” cac quan ni¢m, céac cach
hiéu khac biét hong cham dén cai ban chit (du doi khi chi 1a cai dugc cho 1a dung din
nhét) cta nhiing van dé dugc dua ra ban luan. Tat nhién, khong phai cudc tranh lusn nao
cling nga ngtl. Nhiéu cudc tranh luan con khép lai béng nhitng cudc tranh luan mai, séi
ndi hon, da chiéu hon... kho c6 hdi két hon. Xuat phat tir ban chét cua sy tranh luén, chung
t6i xem cac y kién, cac cudc tranh luan vé van hoc dau thé ki XX 1a nhiing cudc tranh
luan/dbi thoai tidu bleu cho qua trinh tim dén chan li nghé thuat duy nhit ciia mot thoi ki
nhét dinh. Tuy vay, Van can thlet ‘nhin lai” nhitng y kién trao d6i, nhitng cudc tranh luén
truc tiép hay gian tiép ban vé pham trii nguoi doc nira dau thé ki XX, nham thiy rd hon
nhiing van dong va bién d6i trong li luan vé nguoi doc ¢ Viét Nam, sy van dong tir vi thé
tiép nhén dén dia vi chu thé cua nguoi doc trong mot nén van hoc hién dai va hudng vé
dai ching.

C6 thé noéi, nira dau thé ki XX 1a thoi ki cua nhitng tranh luan van hoc ¢ Viét Nam. Nura
dau khé ki XX cling 1a thoi ki ma nhiéu chu dé lién quan dén nha van, tadc pham, ban doc
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dugc quan tAm s6i nbi. Tuy vay, néu nhu cac van d¢é lién quan dén qua trinh sang tic hay
xu hudng, thé loai van hoc dugc quan tam ro rét ngay tur dau thé ki, thi nhiing ban luén
vé nguoi doc lai xuét hién mudn hon va roi rac hon. Budi ban dau, nguoi doc xuét hién
thuong nham dé 1i giai vé ngudi viét, vé cac xu hudng van hoc trong doi sdng. Duong
nhu, sy quan tim cta gidi van hoc Viét Nam vao nira dau thé ki XX ciing kha gan véi xu
hudng van dong cua li luén van hoc thé gidi khi di tur tac gia, tac phém dén nguoi doc.

2. SUXUAT HIEN CUA “NGUCI POC” TRONG NHUNG LUAN BAN CHUNG VE
VAN HOC NUA PAU THE KI XX

Mic du chua tro thanh mot d6i tugng duoc ban luan riéng, song ngay tir dau thé ki XX,
vai tro cta nguoi doc phan nao di duoc nhic dén trong moi lién h¢ v6i nha van va tac
pham. Nguoi doc duoc quan tam khi van dé nha van viét cho ai duoc dat ra, khi xa hoi
hién dai d y thirc rd hon vé ddi twong thy hudng tac pham vin hoc. Su dé cap ngay cang
nhiéu dén “ngudi doc” vao nhimg thap nién dau thé ki XX ciing da dan khién ci nhin vé
vai tro cua cong chung ban doc khac hon so v6i quan niém truyén thong. Nguoi doc tir
chd chi la d6i tuong tiép nhan thy dong da it nhiéu cd vai tro tac dong tro lai dbi véi hoat
dong sang tao cua nha van. Dau chua tré thanh mot pham tru 1i luén chu chdt, van dé
nguoi doc qua nhimg ban luan rai rac cta gidi van hoc nhimng nam dau thé ki XX ciing
c6 nhiéu diém thd vi.

Ngay tir cubi thé ki XIX, Nguyen Trong Quén da ¥ thirc 16 vé viée viét sach, viét tiéu thuyét
cho ai. Tuy khong truc tiép ban vé nguoi doc, song “chd dung” ctia nguoi doc da dugc dinh
hinh trong quan niém cua tac gia tiéu thuyet Thay Lazaro Phlen Tir chd 13 san pham sang
tao cua Nguyen Trong Quan vdi “Ham muon la dung 161 an tleng noi binh thuong cua dén
ching ma viét nén truyén nham trudc tién quang ba chir Qubc ngu sau do 1a tuyén truyen
mot 16i song lanh manh, canh bao nhing sai 1Am cta con nguoi...” [4]; tiéu thuyet Thay
Lazaro Phién dd mé& dau cho mot dong tiéu thuyét viét bang chir quoc ngilr huong dan dén
d6i tuong 1a cong chung binh dan. Trong mt cude thi t1eu thuyet vao dau the ki XX (ndm
1906), toa soan bio Nong c6 min dam cling da chu y rat sém dén “quyén” cta ngudi doc
khi néu 15 thé 1¢ ciia tac pham duyr thi 1a “viét phai can ctr vao nhan vat, phong tuc xa hoi
hién thoi, cho nguoi doc cam thdy duong nhu 14 truyén co that vay” [2, tr. 23-24]. Nhiéu
nha van ciing da nhéc dén « nguoi doc” trong nhiing 101 tya tiéu thuyet khi mubn gi6i thiéu
dira con tinh than cua minh dén vé6i cong chung (101 gidi thiéu vé tiéu thuyét Phan Yén
ngoai s, tiét phu gian trudn (1910) ctia Truong Duy Toan, 16 gi6i thiéu Hodng T6 Oanh
ham oan (1916) cta Tran Thién Trung...). Lan dau tién, cdc nha van Viét Nam di “ddi
thoai” véi ngudi doc khi d& nghi “chd nao c6 so siéng xin chur qui vi khan quan dung ting”
[2, tr. 26], khing dinh vai tro chi dong, tich cuc cta nguoi doc.

Nhu vy, ngay tir dau thé ki XX, nhiéu nha vin di y thirc 15 v& vai tro tiém an cua ban
doc trong qua trinh sang tic. Ban doc con duogc kéu goi dé gop stic nang cao dia vi vin
hoc nuéc nha. Sir ménh cua ban doc trong nhidu truong hop ciing quan trong khong kém
gi st ménh ctia nha van. Pham Quynh khi ban vé Van quéc ngir da tha thiét: ... nha lam
vin ging strc da danh, ngudi doc vin ciing phai chiu khé méi duoc” [3, tr. 219], ki vong
vao su hd tro, tuong tac tich cuc ban doc véi nha van trong viéc nang cao vi thé va chét
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luong cua van hoc quoc ngitr. Trong nhirng bai phé€ binh hay trong cac cudc tranh luan vé
van hoc nira dau thé ki XX, véi mong mudn duoc doc gia chia sé, dong tinh, nhiéu cay
but phé binh van hoc da cong khai tro chuyén véi ban doc trén mat giay (Tran Thanh Mai,
Lé Trang Kiéu, Hoai Thanh, Luu Trong Lu...) qua nhiing cach trao d6i khiém nhuong
phd bién: “cac ban c6 biét vi sao ma nhu vay khong?” [6, tr. 408], H5i ban xem sach
nay!... [6, tr. 202-203]. Su ton tai cua nguoi doc da dugc mac nhién thira nhan.

Trong cac cudc tranh luan van hoc, nguoi doc khong chi 1a déi tuong dé cac nha van “tro
chuyén” ma con 14 diém twa dé tranh thu sy dong tinh. Cac cach néi: ban doc da 13, doc
gia s& thiy rd.. . trong cdc bai bdo cua Ho6 Xanh (Phan tich tinh than luan li Dong, Tay;
Van hoc bi giai cap thong tri trau doi ludn Ii dé gido hoa giai cap bi tri trén Tin van sb
19, 21, thang 6,7/1936) hay Hai Thanh (gi6i thiéu cudn Vén si va xa héi (1937) cuia Hai
Triéu), Tran Huy Liéu (gidi thiéu cudn Lam than (1938) ciia Lan Khai)... 1a mot kiéu dbi
thoai phé bién voi doc gia. Trong cac cudc tranh luan van hoc, ban doc con la chd dua dé
nha van, nha phé binh cong kich vao cac quan ni€m “khéc”. DJ Thi Bich Lién, khi tranh
luan véi HO Xanh vé bai “Vin hoc muén tién héa phai thoat li tinh than luén I’ (Tin van,
s 22 ngdy 15 dén 30 thang 7 ndm 1936); Vi Trong Phyng trong Thu ngo guti ong Thai
Phi chit bao “Tin Vin” (Ha Noi bao, sb 38 ngay 23- 9-1936) di vién dén ngudi doc, cong
khai tro chuyén véi doc gia. Trong cac cudc tranh luan gitra Hai Triéu véi Hoai Thanh veé
van d& nghé thuat vi nghé thuat hay nghé thuat vi nhan sinh, khai niém cong chung, quan
chung (thay cho nguoi doc) ciing da duoc ca Hoai Thanh 1an Hai Triéu nhiéu lan nhic
dén (Van chirong va hanh déng (1936 - NXB Phuong Pong) ciia Hoai Thanh, Lé Trang
Kiéu, Luu Trong Lu [6, tr. 213], “Bién chitng phdp véi binh ddn Viét Nam” cing dng
Thiic Té ¢ bao Dén quyén (Bao Mai, s6 23 ngay 1/8/1936); Nghé thudt va su sinh hoat
xa hoi (Tin van, s6 6, ngay 1/9/1935) cua Hai Triéu.. .)- Khai niém ban doc, doc gia, cong
ching, quan ching... rai rac xudt hién trong cac bai viét, cac tranh luan vin hoc, phin nao
cho thay vai trod va vi tri cia nguoi doc da dan dugc chu trong ding mirc.

Tuy vay, nhin chung, “nguoi doc” van chua phai 1a ddi twong dwoc quan tim cha yéu va
duoc ban luan sau sic ¢ nira dau thé ki XX. Cac ban luan vé nguoi doc phan nhiéu déu
chi 12 hé qua cta nhitng ban luan vé tac gia, tac pham (Phé binh va cdo ludn (1933), Cau
chuyén van hoc (1943) cua Thiéu Son). Pdc gia va sy don nhan cua doc gia van chi dugce
xem 1a mot vién din hong lam ting sirc ngng cua nhimg danh gia vé tic pham, vé nha
van, nha phé binh. Pang noi 1a khong chi Thiéu Son, hau hét giéi van hoc nhimng nim dau
thé ki XX déu chua chi y ding mire dén vai trd ctia nguoi doc va ban siu vé cac van dé
cla qua trinh tiép nhan vin hoc. Cac van d& cta ngudi doc méi chi duoc cham dén nhan
ban v€ nha van va tac pham ma rd hon ca 1a ¢ nhiing truong hop ban vé tiéu thuyét.
Trudc hét boi tiéu thuyet 1a thé loai moi, dang dugc tung budce thé nghlem/hoan thién &
Viét Nam nhirng nam dau thé ki XX va it nhiéu can dugc dit trong mdi quan hé véi nhimg
16p nguoi doc méi/khac. Tiéu thuyet duoc ban luan nhiéu (qua d6 nguoi doc glan tiép
dugc nhic dén) con 1a boi  day la thé loai tao nén nhimg cach doc da dang. Co thé noi, qua
tleu thuyét va cung voi tiéu thuyét, cac y kién ban vé ngudi doc, cac hat nhan cua li luan
vé nguodi doc dan duoc dinh hinh.
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Li luan vé tiéu thuyét & Viét Nam chi thyc sy hinh thanh va phat trién tir dau thé ki XX.
Khong ké nhitng bai viét riéng 1é ctia cac nha vin it nhiéu “ban” vé tiéu thuyét, Khdo vé
tiéu thuyet (1921) cua Pham Quynh dugc xem 1a cong trinh tién phong trong viée de cap
kha hé thong dén nhiing phuong dién co ban cua tiéu thuyet tir goc nhin déc trung thé
loai. Piéu tha vi 14 & chd, nhan ban vé tiéu thuyét, nhiéu van dé vé nguoi doc ciing dong
thoi dugce dét ra kha sém. Nguoi doc hién dién trong nhiing “khuyén ran”, kéu goi cua
Pham Quynh danh cho gidi nha van. Ngu:(‘yi doc cung xuét hién cung véi khai niém tiéu
thuyét khi Pham Quynh dya vao quan niém Tay Au dé dinh nghia: “Tiéu thuyét 1a mot
truyén viét bang van xudi dit ra dé ta tinh ty nguoi ta, phong tuc, xa hoi, hay 1a nhiing su
la, tich ki, du lam cho nguoi doc c6 hung thu" [3, tr. 219]. Nhan “khao vé tiéu thuyet”,
Pham Quynh d4 sém nhan ra mdi quan hé gitra nha vin va nguoi doc thong qua tic pham
van hoc — tiéu thuyét mét mdt nha van phai huéng t6i nguoi doc, mat khac nguoi doc tét
yéu phai chiu sy didu khién ctia nha van. Ngay ca khi khép lai cong trinh Khdo Vé tiéu
thuyét, Pham  Quynh con khong quén’ “két ludn may cau vé triét Iy cua tiéu thuyét va anh
hudng cua tleu thuyet d6i nguoi ta, d01 Vo1 xa hoi thé nao” [5, tr. 37]. C6 1& Pham Quynh
khong ngo rang, dau chi nhim khao vé tleu thuyét, cong trinh cua 6ng da dat nhiing vién
gach dau tién cho mot hé thong li luan vé& nguoi doc va van dé tiép nhan van hoc & Viét
Nam sau nay.

Sau Pham Quynh, Thach Lam ciing dugc xem la da c6 nhing danh gia tha vi vé tiéu
thuyet va tir tiéu thuyét ma ban luan rat nhiéu vé nguoi doc, nhét 1a loai nguoi doc rleng
clia tiéu thuyét [5, tr. 48]. Thach Lam cling y thirc rat rd su khac biét cua cac kleu doc gia.

bang chu y la néu Pham Quynh chi méi dat van dé vé anh hudng cua tleu thuyét d6i
nguoi ta, d6i v6i xa hoi thé nao thi Thach Lam ¢ han mot bai viét truc tiép tra 10i cau
hoi Tié iéu thuyet de lam gi?, xem su don nhan cua doc gia 1a trung tdm cua nhimg danh gia
vé mot quyén tiéu thuyét hay, mot cudn tiéu thuyét co cong dung. Bac bi¢t, Thach Lam
¢6 18 1a nguoi dau tién ban lugn mét cach nghiém tac va thdu d4o vé& nguoi doc qua bai
viét Nhitng nguoi doc tiéu thuyét v6i cach phan loai nguoi doc hét sirc thu vi dua trén
nhitng cach doc phong phu. Thach Lam khong ngan ngai tuyén bo: “Ngudi ta c6 thé noi
c6 bao nhiéu thir tiéu thuyét thi c6 bay nhiéu hang doc gia” [1, tr. 282]. Tuy viy, tuu
chung, theo 6ng, cac hang doc gia iy, chi yéu thudc vé hai nhom: hang doc gia chi cbt
xem truyén va hang dgc gia thich suy nghi, thich tim trong sach nhiing trang thai tam ly
gidng tim hon minh. Trong sy phan loai ndy, c6 thé thay Thach Lam hoan toan khong
bai trir chirc ndng giai tri cia vin hoc. Trong bdi canh xa hdi von chi coi trong chirc nang
nhén thic, gido duc cua van hoc, xem van hoc chi nham dé “tai dao”, “t6 long”, c6 thé
noi, Thach Lam d4 to ra rat tién bo khi quan niém ca hai hang doc gia noi trén (nghia la
tat ca ngudi doc) déu doc tiéu thuyét dé giai tri. Cai khac nhau gitra cac doc gia, theo do,
khong phai 1a doc sach dé 1am gimala dé thu nhan dugc diéu gi. Nhu vay, Thach Lam
khong chi thay vai tro ctia ngudi doc mot cach hoi hot theo cai nghia nha vin nao ciing
can dén cong chung, ma vo ciing ton trong ngudi doc khi mudn ti ban than mdi nha vin
phai huéng dén nhfmg tac phém dé suy xét dén nhimng tinh tinh bét diét ctia loai ngudi [1,

tr. 282]. C6 thé néi, quan niém cua Thach Lam vé van dé ngudi doc ngay tir dau thap nién
40 ciia thé ki XX d4 t6 ra vo cung tién bo. Nguoi doc ¢6 vai trd quan trong trong viée tiép
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nhan/tiéu thu tac pham. Nguoi doc cling gop phan thiic ddy vin hoc phat trién, nhat 1a véi
hang ddc gia thtr hai, theo nhan dinh cta Thach Lam, hang doc gia “biét tho phung cai
dep va cai hoan toan (...) biét thuong thirc mot cau van hay, mot y tudng sau sic” — loai
nguoi doc duwoc xem 1a “tri ki cia nha van chan chinh va khién nhiing tac phim xuét sic
khong phai mai mot trong quén lang” [5, tr.50-51].

Nhu véy, trai qua hon bon thap ki, tir dau thé ki XX dén nam 1945, khi ni¢m ngudi doc
da dan dugc dinh hinh va c6 chd ding quan trong trong cac quan niém vé vin hoc nghé
thuat. Nguoi doc khong chi 1a dbi tugng (tiém 4n) ma nha van huéng dén trong qua trinh
sang tac. Nguoi doc cling khong chi 1a cong chiing, quan chang, nhiing ban doc thyc té,
it nhidu can dy vao hoat dong van chuong. Trong nhiéu cong trinh phé binh, nghién ctru,
nguoi doc da dugc xem nhu 12 mdt pham tru 1i luan van hoc. Vi vay, méc du chua tro
thanh mot hé théng li thuyét, su xuét hién cua khai niém nguoi doc nhu mot pham tru 1i
ludn vao nira dau thé ki XX ciing da gop phan dit nén tang cho li thuyét tiép nhan vin
hoc phat trién manh mé& & Viét Nam vao nhiing thoi ki sau.

3. CAC QUAN NIEM VE TIEP NHAN VAN HQC QUA CAC Y KIEN, CAC CUQC
TRANH LUAN VAN NUA PAU THE KI XX

Hoat dong vin hoc khong thé dugc duy tri va phat trién néu thiéu yéu t6 ngudi doc, trung
tAm ctia hoat dong tiép nhan. Gidi nghién ctru phé binh Viét Nam nira dau thé ki XX hoan
toan ¥ thirc dugc diéu nay, du chwa chii ¥ nhiéu dén hoat dong doc cling vai trod ctia ngudi
doc. Tuy vay, vé co ban, céac quan niém tiép nhén vin hoc chi dugc dé cap rai rac qua cac
cudc tranh ludn van hoc, cac cong trinh phé binh, nghién ctru, cac “tuyén ngoén” nghé
thuat cia mot sb truong phai vin hoc. Ngay ca trong thoi ki van hoc nghé thuat cach
mang, giai doan tir 1945 dén 1986 va ngay trong ci bd phén van hoc mién Nam tu 1954
dén 1975, vi thé cta nguoi doc tuy d3 ngay cang duoc khang dinh song van chua tré thanh
mot hé thong li luan du day vé vai tro cta ngudi doc va qué trinh tiép nhan. Du vy, cung
khong thé noi gisi pheé binh nghién ctru van hoc nira dau thé ki XX va 40 nam trude Doi
méi khong nhan thay nhiing van dé cdt 15i, trong yéu ciia hoat dong doc va “stc manh”
cia doc gia, cua quan ching. Nhimg ban luan v€ nguoi doc (thong qua cac y kién, cac
cudc tranh ludn vin hoc) ngay tir nira déu thé ki XX di khing dinh rat rd diéu nay.

Hon bbn thap nién dau thé ki XX, thong thudng, trong cac 101 tua, cac 101 gioi thidu sach,
nguoi viét thuong trd chuyén, “uom 1oi” voi doc gia, goi y mot cach doc, bay to mong
muon ngudi doc s€ khong tiép nhan “chéch hudng” vé6i y 6, quan niém ciia nha van (Bai
tira tiéu thuyét Lam than (Lan Khai) ctia Tran Huy Liéu, Twa cho tdp Piéu tan cua Ché
Lan Vién...). Mic du chi giéi thidu sach chir khong chil ¥ ban vé mbi quan hé giita nha
van va ban doc, song, bang cach chi dan ngudi doc mét cai nhin can thiét khi tiép nhan
tac pham, cac tac gia di cham dén su tuong tac gitra nha van va doc gia, théng qua cau
ndi 1a tac phdm vian hoc, va trong mot sd truong hop nhat dinh, 13 mot cach doc mang
tinh chit dinh huéng ciia nha phé binh.

D¢ cap nhicu dén moi quan hé gilta nha van va ban doc, khong chi nhu 1a nhiing quan
niém van hoc roi rac ma it nhiéu da co tinh hé thong, tinh Ii ludn, c6 thé xem Xudn thu
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nhd tdp 12 mot trudng hop tiéu biéu. Nhiam dua tho (nhit 13 tho ctia nhoém) dén gan hon
v6i doc gid, nhom Xudn thu nha tdp da dua ra nhitng quan niém 1i luén cho tho. Céc bai
viét cuia Poan Phu T, Nguyén Xuén Sanh, Pham Vian Hanh, du viét chung hay viét riéng,
déu ban nhiéu dén nguoi doc va cach doc tho, hong gitip cho tho, nhat 1a tho tugng trung,
dé vao nguoi doc nhat. Tuy tho, chir khong phai ban doc mai 1a dbi twong chinh cua cac
quan niém mang tinh chat tuyén ngdn ctia nhém Xudn Thu nhd tdp, song nhd tho va tir
tho, vai tro ciia nguodi doc va su chu dong ctia ngudi doc trong qua trinh dén véi tho da
dugc dé cap dén kha sang 3. Nguyén Xuan Sanh, trong Tho va nhac doi, (Thanh Nghi,
s6 ra ngay 29, 30, 31/2/1943) cho rang: “Ban vé tho, nguoi doc tho chi nhd dén hinh thé.
Nhung mét hinh thé di rd nghia hay kin nghia, bon phén ching ta, ngudi di tim tho, 1a
chd gip nhimg tu twdng tho giri vao hinh thé no” [6, tr. tr 178]. Ban doc theo d6 phai 1a
ngudi tim tho, cha dong dén véi tho. Nha tho ddu mudn hay khéng ciing budc phai trao
quyén cho doc gia. Poc gia cling c6 quyén dién giai tho theo quan niém cta minh, ma tac
gia khong thé, ciing khong nén ban tim “can thiép”. V& diéu nay, bai viét Tho (Poan Phii
Tw, Pham Van Hanh, Nguyen Xuan Sanh) ¢6 mot luan diém kha tha vi: “Vay mot bai tho
c6 thé “hiéu” ra nhiéu 161, du c6 “cam” mot cach duy nhat. Nén doc gia tiy theo trinh do
trf thirc minh ma hudng thy it hay nhiéu (...). Poc gia hiéu duoc hay khong, tuong khong
phai diéu quan tim cua thi si” [6, tr. 977]. Vi quan niém nay, tinh da nghia cta tho di
duogc ban dén; khong phai 1a sy da nghia xudt phat tir ban than hinh tuong ciia nghé thuat
ngon tir, ma 1a sy da nghia dén tir cach “cam”, cach 1i giai tac pham ciia nguoi doc. Dau
chwa phén biét gitta Nghia (cta van ban vin hoc) va Y nghia (cua tac pham vin hoc),
quan niém ctia nhoém Xudn thu nhd tdp tudng khong khac may véi cac quan niém da dugc
trién khai thanh 1i thuyét cia truong phai Konstanz.

Dinh nghia vé tho cuia nhém Xuan thu nha tap cling dugc xem la da “nuong tya” nhiéu
vao qua trinh tiép nhan cua ban doc, khi cho rang: “Mot bai tho 1a do su phdi hop nhiing
am thanh, chir, hinh anh, bleu hién, theo nhitng niém luat r5 rét hay tiém tang, dé khoi
ngudn luu thong cai run ray huyen diéu cua Tho. N6 tran song sang nguoi doc, duge rung
dong theo nhip di€u cta Tuyét d6i” [6, tr. , tr 957]. Nhu vay, ngudi doc ciing can phai co
mdt s6 diéu kién nhét dinh trong cam tho trong tiép nhan; phai co chit tho, cbt dan, c6
nai tinh va tré thanh nguoi dong sang tao voi tac gia, la tac gia thir hai cua thi pham. Tuy
khong no6i dén cac khai niémtdm don nhdn, tam thé tiép nhan, dong co tzep nhdn... song
nhom Xudn thu nha tapcung d3 cha ¥ dén nhimg phuong dién sin c6, can c6 dé ngu’orl
doc d& dén véi tho. Quan niém ctia Xudn thu nhd tdp ciing kha tring khop véi quam niém
clia trudng phai M7 hoc tiép nhdn Konstanz khi phan biét van bdan vin hoc (do nha vin
tao ra) va tdc pham van hoc (da dugc li giai boi nguoi doc). Nghia (cia van ban van hoc)
von co6 mot. ¥ nghza (ctia tac pham vin hoc, do nguoi doc cung cap) thudng 1a nhiéu/rat
nhiéu. Céach ndi cua Xudn thu nha tdp cam tinh hon, cu thé hon: mot bai tho ¢6 thé cam
ra nhiéu céach; hay vii tru bai tho do nguoi doc tai tao ra cling nén khac nhau, 1am sao (lai)
khong khac nhau... song ki thyc ciing chinh 1a cach néi ma truong phai M7 hoc tiép nhdin
Konstanz vé sau da hé théng thanh 1i thuyét. Nném Xudn thu nhd tdp con cham dén ban
chat cia mdi quan hé gita nha vin va ban doc khi khong hé biét 1ap giita hoat dong sang
tao (ctia nha vin) va hoat dong tiép nhan (cua doc gia), gitta Ban dep chwa thanh (nghia
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clia van ban) va nhip diéu tuyét doi cia bai tho (y nghia cua tic pham do ngudi doc phat
hién/cung cép). No6i nhu Doan Phu Ttr, Pham Vian Hanh, Nguyén Xuan Sanh: “Thi s tir
trong chiéc 1a ma rung dong ra ngoai va da chiém doat hoan toan chiéc 14, da cing né hop
mdt; c6 mot phut thi si da 1a chiée 14... Poc gia ciing phai theo con duong thang cia thi si
s& thay duoc “tho™, cai gi that 1a trong “tho™, s& thdy trong tué giac cai day di tuyét voi”
[6, tr. 958]. C6 mbi lién hé mat thiét gitra rung dong cua thi nhan va rung cam cua doc
gia. C6 mdi trong quan nhan qua giira nghia ctia vin ban tho va y nghia ciia tic pham
tho. C6 thé noi, Xudn thu nhd tdp da khang dinh tir rat som sy twong tac hai chiéu gitra
nha van va nguoi doc, bang mot thir i luan hinh tuong vé tho, trude khi 1i thuyét M7 hoc
tiép nhdn cta trudng phai Konstanz ra doi va trd nén phd bién.

Khong tryc tiép tuyén bd, trao d6i voi ban doc nhu gidi sang tac, song cac cudc tranh luén
van hoc dién ra nira dau thé ki XX ciing 1a mot “kénh” glao tlep voi doc gia, voi quan
chung, dua cac quan niém van hoc, trong d6 c6 cac quan niém vé tiép nhan van hoc tro
thanh nhirng tién dé cua li luan van hoc, va li luan vé nguoi doc ¢ Viét Nam. Tuy nhién,
vi khong chu dong trao ddi véi doc gia vé doc gia, cacy kién tranh luan trong cac cudc
tranh ludn van hoc, cac quan ni€ém dugc dang tai trén céc trang bao, cac dién dan van hoc,
cling it dé cap tryuc tiép dén ban doc va vai trd cta ho trong qud trinh tiép nhan. Rai rac
d6 day moi co mot vai ¥ kién nhac dén nguoi doc va phuong dién tiép nhan cta ngudi
doc von c6 phan mang tinh cht quan (chang han khi Thiéu Son ban vé Nghé vdn si trong
Cdu chuyén van hoc — 1943, hay khi Vi Trong Phung n6i chuyén, dét cau hoi, kéu goi,
“16i kéo” ngudi doc vao nhiing tranh luan khi gidi thidu “Tdr den” ciia Ngé Tat Té (trén
Thoi vu bao, s6 100, ngay 31-1-1939), nham bay té chinh kién...) [6, tr. 960]. Ciing nhu
thé, trong bai viét Van dé nit lwu va vin hoc (Phu nir tin vin, sé 131, ngay 26 — 5 — 1932)
Nguyén Thi Kiém d3 dbi thoai, ho hen véi nguoi doc tiém dn: “xin cho chiing t6i tam biét
v6i hét thdy chi em da ha cd nghe toi1 tir ndy dén gi0, cung nhau ho hen s€ lai con dugc
gap g0 ¢ trén ghé nha hoc hoi” [6, tr. 988- 989]. C6 thé ndi, trong bai viét ¢6 xty cho Vin
dé nit luu va van hoc va sy ra doi cua Hoi niv heu hoi hoc, Nguyén Thi Kiém d3 hinh
dung dén nguweoi doc tiém dn (nhiing ngudi phy nit chwa/méi chi y thirc duoc phan nao
“dia vi ciia minh ¢ trong van hoc”) du khong hé y thue dén mot loai nguoi doc dac biét,
phan biét/khong tring khop véi ngudi doc thuc té.

Ban vé van hoc nghé thuat & Lién X0, qua d6 bay to thai do cia minh dbi v6i van hoc va
cac quan niém van hoc duong thoi, Tran Dinh Long la mot trong nhitng nguoi da sdém
thé hién cac quan ni¢m li ludn Marxism, nhat 1a trong cai nhin ddi voi s6 dong doc gia.
Doc gia luc nay khong phai la “ai d6”, la cac ca nhan nguoi doc, ma 1a quan chung, la
dan ching biét yéu chudng nghé thuat (xem chuong Ngh¢é thudt (Ba nam ¢ Xo- viér), bai
viét nay thyc ra da dugc dang ¢ Tin tre, 56 29, ra tir ngay 27 dén 31 thang 8 nam 1938)
[6, tr. 833]. M6t s6 quan niém va luan diém cta Tran Dinh Long trong bai viét cling nhu
toan bd cong trinh Ba nam & Xé-viét, tir goc nhin hom nay, c6 chd khong tranh khoi cuc
doan. Tuy vay, ngay tir cudi thap nién 30, quan niém vian chuwong can hudng vé dai chiing
va phuc vu dai chiing ctia Trin Dinh Long it nhidu ciing néu mot ngon c¢d, huéng dén mot
nén van hoc va li ludn van hoc Marxism.
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Tham gia tranh ludn hang hai va truée sau kién dinh mot 1ap truong Marxism dé soi roi
cac van dé van hoc, khong thé khong nhic dén Hai Triéu. Hai Triéu ciing 1a mot trong
nhu:ng nguoi dé cap som nhit den quan chung theo cai nghia day chinh 1a ddi twong doc
gia can hudng dén cua mot nén vin hoc. Tuy khong ban han vé& ngudi doc nhu Pham
Quynh, Thach Lam, khong xét dén mdi quan hé giira nha vian va ngudi doc nhur gidi sang
tac ma tiéu biéu 1a Nhém Xudn thu nha tdp, song moi quan niém cua Hai Triéu déu dya
vao/hudng dén quan chung. Quéan chiing chinh 1a ddc gia cia mot nén van hoc tién bo.
Phuc vu quan chung phai 1a muc dich t6i thuong ctia vin chuong. Hai Triéu “mau thudn”
voi phai Nghé thudt vi nghé thudt hay cac nha duy tam ciing boi xudt phat tir tu tuong cot
161 “vi nhan sinh”, vi m6t lop doc gia dan chung, quan chung chir khong vi mot bo phan
ban doc “ting lorp trén”, giéng nhu ddi tuong thuong thire nghé thudt ¢ cac nude tu ban
(quan niém ctia Tran Dlnh Long). Trudc sau, Hai Triéu van quan niém: “Cai hi vong ctia
ching t6i chi 1am thé nio cho quan chung nhan thay va chi ngay vao tran bon vin si da
liy vin chuong ma dau doc quan chung” (bai viét “Bién chirng phap vdi binh ddn Viét
Nam” ciing éng Thiic Té & bdo Din quyen Nhénh liia, s6 9 ngay 19/3/1937) [6, tr. 521]
Xuét phat tir ngudi doc, Hai Trleu chbng ddi lai van chuong khong vi “quan ching?,
dong doc gia. Lap truong vi quéan chung ciing khién Hai Triéu cha § ¥y dén Cdi tinh cach xa
hoi trong nghé thudt- biéu hién duoc cai tinh cam tu tudng pho bién cua sd dong nguoi
trong mot thoi dai (bai viét Nghé thudt vi nhdn sinh, dang trén bao T rung ki s6 1 va 5O 4,
ngay 9/10 va ngay 6/11/1935) ([6, tr. 115]. Nhu vay, véan hoc, dé c6 thé ton tai, can xuat
phat tir nhu cau cua sb dong doc gia, ndi 1én tiéng néi cia quan chung (ciing chinh 1a sé
dong ngudi sé doc tac pham ctia nha Van) Tur day, Hai Triéu tiép tuc phé phan quan niém
ngh¢ thut vi ngh¢ thuét khi nha van “khong cén sy pham binh cua du luén, sy thuong
thire ciia cong chung” ma cho rang tac pham ‘tw n6 da san c6 mot gia tri... gia tri ¢6 hu'u
cua no” [6, tr. 120]. Theo Hai Triéu, gia tri cua van hoc phai do xa hoi quyet dinh, *

theo su nhu yéu, sy sir dung, su thiéu thdn, sy thoi thuong... cua moi g1a1 cap, moi thorl
gian, mdi khong gian...” [6, tr. 121]. Hai Triéu tuy khong tryc tiép chi ra vai tro ctia nguoi
doc song nhu thé ciing 1a da khang dinh vi thé ctia nguoi doc trong xa hoi, trong tuong
quan hai chiéu gitra nha van va cong chung, théng qua tac pham. Mdi quan hé bién chimg
giita sang tac va tiép nhan, ciing nhu giita nha vin véi ngudi doc da duoc Hai Tridu luu
¥ tir rat som.

Khong dang dan 1ap thuyét, tranh luan nhiéu, song nhiéu bai viét ciia Thach Lam la nhimg
cudc dbi thoai vé van chuong véi cac nha vin, nha nghién ctru ciing thoi. Thach Lam hau
nhu ciing khong tham gia nhidu vao cac cudc tranh luan vin hoc, du cac bai viét ciia ong
am tham x&i 1at, phan bién lai cic quan niém “ta khuynh” hay “hiru khuynh” trong vin
chwong. Mot trong nhitng van dé rat hay dugc Thach Lam trdn trd 1 ¥ nghia cta viéc
doc. Tuy nhién, nhu di noéi, van dé tiép nhan va vai tro cua ban doc chua phai 1a trung
tAm ciia nhitng ban luan vin hoc ntra ddu thé ki XX, nén Thach Lam ciing van tu phu’()’ng
dién trung tdm cua hoat dong van hoc — tac pham/tiéu thuyét — ban thém vé doc gia. Ban
nhiéu dén doc gia va tién hanh phan loai doc gia, Thach Lam ciing da khong it 1an dé cap
dén loai “nguoi doc li tuong”, khang dinh loai doc gia nay ciing van doc tiéu thuyét vi
muc dich giai tri, nhung 1a “cach giai tri thanh nha va cao quy dem dén cho ho nhiing
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diéu loi ich va tdm hon ho tro nén doi dao” khéng dinh mot hudng tiép nhan dong sang
tao. C thé noi, voi nhiéu bai viét co gid tri (nhat 1a nhing bai viét dugc tap hop 6 Theo
dong),Thach Lam da c6 nhitng quan niém het stre gan v6i 1i thuyét tiép nhan van hoc hién
dai, tuy khong dua ra nhimg tuyén ngén vé tiép nhan van hoc. Cac hat nhan ciia Mi hoc
tiép nhan, theo trudng phai Konstanz, ciing di it nhiéu hién 16 véi cac nhan dinh cia
Thach Lam.

Ban vé doc gia va modi quan hé tuong tac giita nha van va doc gia, dang cha ¥, con co
Trac Pudng. Trong bai viét Nha van... (that tha vi khi tiéu dé 13 nha vin song lai ban
nhiéu dén doc gia - phai chiang 1am nén tén tudi nha van, dinh hinh phong cach nha van...
ludn c6 phan cua doc gia?), Tric Puong di nhan manh, ban riéng dén “hang doc gia qudc
van” ciing nhu thay rdviéc mudn kiém 101, nguoi ta phai in nhitng sach nhiing truyén nd
c6 mot tinh cach ban rat chay, tuy ndi dung né chang ra gi [6, tr.1060]. O day, du chua
ban sau va li giai dugc hién tuong van hoc best seller, doi chd con ha thip tiéu chi ban
chay, ddng nhat nd véi loai van hoc ré tién, d& dai, song Truc DBuong da nhan thay vai tro
quyét dinh dén cac xu hudng vin hoc ctia doc gia. Ban doc quyét dinh s phan tac pham
van hoc, day la diéu Truc Puong da nhén ra, du 6ng van chua cam tam voi viéc nhitng
dinh gia ciia ban doc khong phai ltc nao ciing chinh xac boi nhing khac biét vé tim don
nhén, dong co tiép nhén, tam thé tiép nhén... nhitng khai ni¢ém ma mai vé sau moi duoc
ban nhiéu trong i thuyét tiép nhan vin hoc & Viét Nam.

Nhu vy, nira dau thé ki XX, nhat 14 tir dau thé ki ¢én 1945, nhiéu van dé lién quan dén li
luan vé ngudi doc da it nhiéu duogc dé cap dén — tur nhiing tranh ludn, dbi thoai van hoc, tir
nhitng ¥ kién, ban luén ciia gidi hoc gia tri thirc, gii nghién ciru, phé binh hay gi6i van
ngh¢ si. Cac ban luén nay nhin chung van con roi rac, thiéu hé théng, nang vé cam tinh hon
14 x4c 1ap nhitng luan diém c6 tinh 1i thuyét cao. Viéc phan chia mdc thoi gian tuy lam rd
nhiing khac biét trong tu duy i luan timg thoi ki song van c6 tinh chat twong d6i. Nira dau
thé ki XX ciing d4 ¢6 cac cong trinh ban vé van hoc va doc gia tir quan diém Marxism. Tiéu
biéu co Vén hoc khdi ludn cua Dang Thai Mai— 1944, cac bai viét cua Hai Triéu, cac cuong
linh, cac van ki¢n, cac birc thu cia BCH TW Dang guii cho cac hi nghi vin héa — van nghé
toan quéc ké tir sau 1945 (qua Pé crong vin héa Viét Nam 1943, qua cac Hoi nghi van hoa
toan quoc lan 1 (1946), 1an 2 (1948), Hoi ' nghi van ngh¢ toan quoc lan tht 2 (1948); hay
bai Vlet Tiéng noi cua van ngh¢ cua Nguyén Dinh Thi nim 1948 véi nhiing y y kién kha tha
vi vé tuyén truyén va nghé thuat khi tac gia ty dit minh vao dia vi doc gia dé ban vé cach
doc, ciing nhur chi ra sy lién hé mat thiét gitra tic gia/tac pham va ngudi doc hay vai tro ciia
nha van/tac phém dbi voi nguoi doc.... Tur sau 1945, du li ludn van ngh¢ cach mang chiém
uu thé, song trong 5 nam cudi ciia nira dau thé ki XX van c6 nhiing quan niém van hoc
mang dam tinh than cta i luan van hoc giai doan dau thé ki (chang han nhu Tuyén ngén
cua nhom Da dai — 1946). Nhin chung, c6 the xem nira dau the ki XX 1a thoi ki tao tién d&
cho su Xuét hién cta nhiing ban luan sau sac, c6 y thirc hon vé vi thé va vai trd cta nguoi
doc cuta 4 thap nién ké tiép; chuén bj cho viée tiép nhan va van dyng i thuyét tiép nhan tir
phuong T4y vao Viét Nam ké tir d6i moi dén nay.
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4. KET LUAN

Trong bdi canh céc 1i thuyét Ii luan vin hoc phwong T4y van chii yéu quan tim nhiéu dén
phuong dién nha vin; quan tinh tiép nhan cia ban doc Viét Nam va phuong Dong van
thién vé danh gia nha vin qua tic phiam hon 1a tim hiéu vé gié tri ty than ciia tic pham;
cac ¥ kién chu trong dén phuong dién ngudi doc ¢ nhitng nam dau thé ki XX van chua rd
rét, chua thanh hé théng. Ngay ca dén gilta thé ki XX, gi61 phé binh nghién ciru va céng
ching cung chi méi quan tdm thém dén hinh thirc tac phdm chtr chua chi y dung mirc
dén vai tro dong sang tao cua doc gia (lic nay trén thé gi01, cac truong phai li ludn van
hoc thién vé nghién ctru hinh thirc, céu tric tic phdm da xuét hién va it nhiéu anh huo’ng
dén gi6i phé binh nghién ctru trong nudc). Noi nhu vay de thay, cac quan ni¢m Ve vai tro
cua nguoi doc tuy da xuét hién ddm nét & Viét Nam nira dau thé ki XX, song van chua
dugc nang lén thanh mot véan dé i luan van hoc, chua tré thanh mot hé théng luan diém
tuong xing voi vai tro that sy cua no, xét trong mbi quan h¢, tuong tac nhiéu chiéu gitita
nha van, tac phém va ban doc.

Viét Nam khong manh vé li thuyét, néu khong néi 1a khong co/it c6 tu duy 1i thuyét. Li
thuyét 1i luan van hoc chu yéu chi dugc hinh thanh tir sau thé ki XX, khi cac Ii thuyét
phuong Tay dé dugc du nhap va tiép bién vao Viét Nam. "Tuy vay, cling gidng nhu & thoi
ki Trung Pai, i luan c6 dién Trung Quoc c6 khi tan bién trong quan niém cua cic nha
nho Viét, vao nhiing thap nién dau cua thé ki XX, gidi phé binh nghién ctu, tri thirc, hoc
gia Viét Nam chii yéu ciing chi van dung li luan phuong Ty hién dai dé trinh bay céac
quan niém “méi” vé van hoc, chir chua giéi thiéu mot cach hé théng cac 1i thuyét dy. Mot
s6 1i thuyét, chang han nhu thuyét Ngueoi doc (Reader Theory) tham chi con chwa xudt
hién 6 ngay ca phuong Tay. Trong b6i canh nhu thé, kho co thé noi di ¢ nhitng quan
ni¢m mang tinh chat li thuyét vé vin dé ngudi doc & Viét Nam nira dau thé ki XX. Noi
rang cac “loi ban” vé nguoi doc va vai tro cua nguoi doc ¢ Viét Nam thoi ki nay dé chiu
anh huong cua thuyet nguoi doc (bao gdm ca Hién twong ludn, T wong giai hoc, My hoc
tiép nhin va T huyet hoi img clia nguoi doc) cung la khién cudng va thiéu hop li. Phai sau
1986, li thuyet ve nguoi doc, nhat 1a M7 hoc tzep nhdn moi duge gidi thiéu va van dung
rong rii & Viét Nam. Dau thé, cac quan niém vé ngudi doc trong nira dau thé ki XX van
c6 y nghia quan trong trong viéc khang dinh sy dich chuyén pham vi quan tim cua li ludn
van hoc theo hudng tir nha van den van ban roi dén nguot doc. Tur li thuyét M7 hoc tiép
nhdn, nhin lai nhimg ban luan vé ngudi doc nira dau the ki XX 1a mot cach dé danh gia
dung hon nhitng cha ¥ bude dau cua gioi van nghé vé nguoi doc, vé cong chung. Diu
chua thanh h¢ thong, cac quan niém vé nguoi doc nira dau thé ki XX ciing da tao nhimg
tién dé co ban dé thuyét Nguoi doc vé sau di duoc don nhan nhanh chong va thuan chiéu
& Viét Nam, ké tir sau 1986 (hay tham chi sém hon, & mién Nam Viét Nam tur nhitng ndm
nhitng nam 60, 70 ciia thé ki XX).
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Title: FROM RECEPTION AESTHETICS, APPROACHING DISCUSSES ABOUT "THE
READER" IN THE FIRST-HALF OF THE XX" CENTURY

Abstract: Before the twentieth century, Vietnam had almost no theory of literature. Vietnamese
theories basically just stopped at the conception, the discussion of literature. But even in literary
discussions, opinions about the reader were also ignored. It was not until the twentieth century
that modern Western theories were absorbed, the new literary theory of Vietnam was gradually
formed. However, Vietnamese literary theory at an early stage is concerned only with the author
and the work. It was not until 1986 that the theory of literary reception was really noticed. In order
to clearly identify issues related to “the reader” in the early days of Vietnamese theory, this article
revisits the ideas and literary debates that took place in the first half of the twentieth century,
establishes the theoretical premises of reception theory. It is time not only to affirm the proper
attention of Vietnamese theoretical critique on the reader category in the first half of the twentieth
century, but also to see the movement of Reader theory on the general movement of Vietnamese
literary theory from the beginning of the twentieth century.

Keywords: Reception theory, Reader theory, literary discussions, the reader, in the first half of
the twentieth century...



